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Appendix - Illustrations (Historic Maps and Photographs) - A3 Landscape

Mel Morris Conservation
6th November 2017
Application no. 
AVA/2017/1108



Photograph 1 - taken from the stile where SWFP9 and SWFP8 meet (above) at grid reference 437026.40, 355884.15.  
Photograph 2 - taken below the stile on the footpath - SWFP9 (below). Subtle changes in elevation and the progression of views along the footpath mean that Wingfield Manor comes into view and is experienced in conjunction with 
the existing housing at Inns Lane.  Photographs taken with a 50mm lens (Canon  EOS 5D Mark II) at 1.56m (lens height).  These are cylindrical projection panoramas, taken on 31st October 2017 at 13.11



Photograph 3 - taken from the intermediate stile (above) on footpath 9 (SWFP9) at grid reference 437173.70, 355752.75 

Subtle changes in elevation and the progression of dynamic (or kinetic) views along the footpath mean that Wingfield Manor comes into view and is experienced in 
conjunction with the existing housing at Inns Lane.  At this point the alignment of the footpath leads to a direct line-of-sight to Wingfield Manor.  This is experienced in 
conjunction with the rooftops of the houses at the west end of Inns Lane but the view is characterised and dominated by its rural nature and development is detached.

Photograph taken with a 50mm lens (Canon  EOS 5D Mark II) at 1.56m (lens height).  This is a cylindrical projection panoramas, taken on 31st October 2017 at 13.20

Heritage Assets in the View

Wingfield Manor - Ralph Lord Cromwell fought a long and hard legal battle to acquire the site of Wingfield Manor and the manor lands. Of the many other manors he 
owned and developed, nowhere else was either on this vast scale or deliberately manipulated to this extent so that it related to the views and to how it appeared in the 
landscape. This aspect of the design is relatively rare for its day and the conscious use of ‘castle’ language in the architecture of the building and the circuitous approach is 
very distinctive and deliberate.  Wingfield Manor is considered to be the most important great house to survive from the mid 15th century. Its landmark and romantic 
ruin presence is dominant in this view, with distinctive outline along its north-western flank wall and pair of viewing towers (both visible) overlooking the northern 
parkland and later agricultural landscape. 

 The landscape setting and how it is experienced from a number of public places is part of that significance. The landscape enhances its dramatic architectural qualities.  
The view of Wingfield Manor from the application site footpath is one of the most important views as the manor house is in direct line-of-sight, a focal point and holds 
the attention of the viewer for a long time; it is progressive and kinetic, evolving along the length of the footpath (SWFP9) and the western part of SWFP8, for a 
considerable distance beyond the application site (to the north-west) and all along the western edge of the application site.  The aesthetic and historic significance of 
Wingfield Manor is to a large extent related to its isolation within the surrounding landscape. This important atmospheric view of the building in isolation, experienced 
from this footpath, would be altered by development on the application site, which would encroach into the experience of Wingfield Hall.  Its setting would not be 
preserved.

South Wingfield Conservation Area - mature trees within the crofts and gardens on the western edge of the settlement are vsible, as well as woodland to the north of 
Wingfield Hall in the distance.  The field in the foreground is outside the conservation area but part of its setting, and the setting of Wingfield Manor. 

Right - Viewpoints of the four panoramic photographs, as taken from Footpath 9
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Photograph 4 - taken from the SWFP9 within the field of the application site (above).  Subtle changes in elevation and the progression of views along the footpath mean that Wingfield Manor comes into view and is experienced in 
conjunction with the existing housing at Inns Lane.   This shows quite clearly that the proposed development, which is of a similar height to the existing housing at Inns Lane, would be clearly visible, but would be more prominent, as it is 
located on the rising land.  Wingfield Manor is also visible in this view.
Photographs taken with a 50mm lens (Canon  EOS 5D Mark II) at 1.56m (lens height).  These are cylindrical projection panoramas, taken on 31st October 2017 at 13.30

Photograph taken at the final stile on the footpath SWFP9 (above), looking east at the Inns Lane housing, which provides a clear view 
across the application site.

View from Inns Lane to the landscape to the west and the green field of the application site.  
The value of this view was accepted at the Planning Inquiry and Inspector Jackson stated that it 
should not be compromised.  The proposed development would harm this aspect of setting.



Survey of South Wingfield drawn by Francis Allen in 1655 and copied in 1798 by J Cotes (DRO -  M/721 
(D/185). Detail - the boundary line of the crofts numbered 83-97 inclusive is very clear at this date.  The 
‘fishpond’ or lake is also evident to the south of the village. North lies to the right.  The application site is 
arrowed.

Tithe map of 1845 - detail of Inns Lane - Derbyshire Record Office D2360/3.  The application site falls within 
Plot 181

Overlay of the 1845 Tithe map with the extent of former enclosed park, documented in a charter from 1248-
1261 as an agreement between Henry de Heriz and Abbot Walter and the Canons of Darley
Abbey.  The positive alignment of the historic park pale is shown in solid green and possible alternative 
alignments of the former park pale are shown in dotted green (and marked A, B, and C).

Ordnance Survey map (1:2500 scale) of 1913 - the northern side of Inns Lane prior to development.  The 
arrow marks the application site beyond the strong north-south alignment of the crofts 



Mel Morris Proof of Evidence (Photograph 1)
Viewpoint from Footpath 11 (South Wingfield), taken from the stile where the public footpath emerges from the adjoining field to the west.  This view has been selected as it is a major panoramic view of the manor house and the village 
and clearly demonstrates the relationship between the two from the west side of the settlement.   The viewpoint is located at a natural viewing place, on the edge of what was once the extended park created by Henry de Heriz.

What the View Contains
Wingfield Manor (grade I) - to the south; the large footprint of the manor with the southern court is visible from this heightened location at 154 m AOD.
To the north of the manor is Shawe Wood, which lines the eastern valley side of the River Amber and forms the edge of the historic Little Park. 
Below the manor house is Oaks Wood.   
South Wingfield Conservation Area - by contrast, the village follows a thin straggling line of development underscored by the open ‘green’ crofts to the west of the village and north of Inns Lane. Two prominent clusters of houses along the 
ridge at the southern end of Manor Road (around Manor Court) & at Inns Lane - red brick and render stand out.  Glimpsed C18 roadside encroachment development at the junction of Manor Road and Garner Lane.
Small scale trees within hedgerow boundaries, (large amount of holly)
Woodland to the immediate north (Wood Close in 1655), a probable remnant of the historic Moorwood

The History of  The View
The view appears to have changed little since the mid C17 (we have a plan showing the same field pattern), although the manor house has become more ruinous and there is more housing along the ridge settlement.  The countryside is 
less open around the manor since C19 (OS maps) and there is likely to be greater woodland, particularly below the manor house and between the manor house and settlement; the structure of the view is however similar.  Pockets of red 
brick have appeared as a prominent building material along the ridge, from the 19th century. 
Much greater amount of tree cover and the landmark building has lost some of its impact over time (over 500 years), with the loss of the outer court walls. 
The woodland at Shawe Wood contains the views and creates a visual backdrop; leads to lack of visibility of the wider industrial landscape and a sense of isolation and separation.

The Significance of heritage assets in the view, their visibility and place
The location is one where the original impressive scale of the manor house can be most clearly seen, as there is direct comparison with other buildings.  The manor now appears rooted in the wooded landscape rather than located on a 
rocky bluff.  A large part of the significance of Wingfield Manor is derived from the circumstances of geology and geography, which enabled it be built as a highly influential landmark.
This is a particularly important view, demonstrating the intervisibility of manor house and the settlement and the social separation of the two.  The Grade I building is complemented by its nationally significant landscape setting.  The 
conservation area can be clearly seen, comprising both built-up form and historic crofts. The changing weather conditions and seasons will change the visibility of the conservation area as being a ridge settlement it is occasionallly 
silhouetted against the distant hills.



Mel Morris Proof of Evidence (Photograph 11)
Viewpoint from the High Tower (Wingfield Manor).    The viewpoint is located at a natural viewing place, from a designed viewing platform, for which there is public access.  The current application site is marked by the black arrow.

What the View Contains
Wingfield Manor (grade I) -  tall crenellated chimney stacks and Cromwell’s personal Hunting Tower
Below the manor house is Oaks Wood to the immediate left foreground with the wooded parkland behind the kitchen garden at Wingfield Hall to the north.  
South Wingfield Conservation Area -  Glimpsed C18 roadside encroachment development at the junction of Manor Road and Garner Lane. The majority of the ridge settlement is hidden from view by the densely-planted deciduous trees. 
Roofs are visible (Matlhouse Farmhouse at 1 High Road), but very little of Manor Road can be seen. The hipped roofs of approximately seven semi-detached houses along Inns Lane is visible.

The History of  The View
The view was created ca. 1450 deliberately to provide the most auspicious guests with a view of the landscape, the manor and the hunt.  Each guest had independent access directly from their bedroom to the roof of the staircase tower.
The subject of the view has changed with the construction of the kitchen garden at Wingfield Hall, the planting of trees blocking the view between the manor house and Manor Road, the increase in trees at Oaks Wood.  However, the 
view and landscape to the north-west remains substantially open, as depicted in 1655 and is largely unaltered.

The Significance of heritage assets in the view, their visibility and place
This is a particularly important view, demonstrating the intervisibility of manor house, the historic landscape setting, the historic settlement and the social separation of the settlement from the manor house and the landscape over which it 
held domain.   The Grade I building is complemented by its nationally significant landscape setting.  The settlement is largely subsumed into the wooded landscape and is not prominent.  The conservation area appears to be dominated by 
trees and its rural setting. 
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